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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

the damager. Hence priests no longer excommunicate comets, nor do 
judges sentence rats and grasshoppers. But granted that this science 
has to do with crime as a human phenomenon how shall we proceed to 
work out a definition of crime in general ? That we must do so is self- 
evident. For if criminology is to develop preventive means it must 
first of all fix clearly in mind what it wants to prevent. Otherwise it 
is attempting the impossible task of solving an equation with two abso- 
lutely unknown and unknowable quantities. But after all this is not 
an impossible task, for history and common sense (Dr. Exner says the 
history of law and the popular conscience) have given us and will 
continue to give a sufficiently approximate and workable value to one 
of the unknowns. Long before scientific penology was dreamed of men 
had pretty clear and effective concepts of murder, theft, breach of 
contract, etc. "With this pragmatic notion of crime as the target for our 
preventive measures Dr. Exner leaves us, having to his own satisfaction 
answered the question Was ist Kriminalpolitihf 

But wherein are we one bit the wiser? The thorough- going classi- 
cist would have landed us in the same vicious circle. Having set down 
the fact that criminology is concerned with human acts, and in the 
same breath denied that the mere act of damage qua damage was of con- 
cern, is it not the merest vanity of nothingness not to take the very obvi- 
ous next step of making the nature of the criminal and how to prevent 
him the main business of Kriminalpolitik? Dr. Exner 's address would 
have been all the stronger had he insisted on the fact that if we learn 
to know the criminal and what produces him, we can take care of his 
"crimes." Their metaphysical aspect can be safely left to certain 
philosophers and legalists. And that such a type of criminology is 
perfectly practicable and is on the way to scientific verity Lombroso's 
"Crime, Its Causes, and Remedies," to take only a single example, 
shows clearly enough. There is to my mind a very decided gain in' 
formulating the problem in terms of criminals rather than of crime. 
So long as we cower before the vague specter of "Crime stalking 
through the land" we shall cower and do little more. But once get 
the notion that slums and tenements are manufacturing criminals 
we will no longer cower but rise and put the slum and tenement out of 
business. Arthur J. Todd. 

University of Illinois. 



La Crise du Droit Penal. By Eugene de Balogh, Budapest, 1912. 

Pp.34. 

The more recent European writers on criminal conditions seem to 
be agreed on the fact that the class of petty malefactors and the so- 
called recidivists are largely responsible for the steady increase in 
crime. This state of affairs, according to M. de Balogh, is true also of 
Hungary, where conditions are aggravated still further by the critical 
situation in the whole system of penal law. 

Present problems have arisen as a result of a widespread revolt 
against certain principles of criminal law hitherto believed to be fun- 
damental but which are becoming more and more incompatible with 
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present day social and intellectual advancement. The importance of 
this development in criminal jurisprudence becomes evident when we 
consider that these principles which for the first time are being ques- 
tioned are based upon certain philosophic abstractions of the latter 
eighteenth century, abstractions which in other spheres of intellectual 
endeavor have for some time been discredited. 

It must be pointed out that whereas in Hungary the movement for 
reform centers about the penal system, in the United States it is being 
directed against the system of criminal procedure, and is primarily 
for a reform in the judiciary. Moreover, in the United States the 
movement is essentially one for the improvement of administration, 
but in Hungary the problems are evidently far more fundamental in 
character. 

The reforms which M. de Balogh proposes are neither new nor 
startling and have for some time been incorporated in the penal system 
of Great Britain and to a certain extent in that of the United States. 
They embrace a scientific study of criminals, reclassification of penal- 
ties, provisions for juvenile offenders and the introduction of better 
measures of prevention. In short, they represent the most advanced 
ideas in penal science and must inevitably be introduced into the 
law of all nations if the treatment of criminals is to conform with the 
exigencies of present progress. Julius Goebel, Jr. 

University of Illinois. 



The Forensic Significance op Congenital Syphilis. By Priv. Doz. 

Felix Plant. Psych. Clinic at Munich. Zeitschr. f. d. Gesamte 

Neurologie und Psychiatre. Bd. II. H5. 

Since the advent of the Wassermann reaction for the diagnosis of 
syphilis, a good deal more light has been thrown on the nature of 
juvenile phychopathy. The author reports a number of cases of juve- 
nile delinquents who came under his observation at the Munich clinic 
and who showed a positive Wassermann reaction in the blood serum 
and in some instances slight pathological changes in the spinal fluid. 
When we remember that about one-third of the living children of 
paretics inherit syphilis from the parent so affected, the importance 
of determining whether these juvenile delinquents are syphilitic 
becomes at once apparent. Prior to the advent of the Wassermann 
reaction, however, investigation in this direction has been rather unsat- 
isfactory, inasmuch as many congenital syphilitics show none of those 
physical signs which we are wont to consider as pathagnomonic of 
hereditary lues. Hence the importance of this test. When we come 
to consider the so-called mental stigmata of hereditary syphilitics, still 
greater confusion and uncertainty prevail. We shall have no difficulty 
from a forensic standpoint in those cases which show pronounced symp- 
toms of mental disorder, and the Wassermann reaction can aid us 
here only from a therapeutic standpoint. But what of the large num- 
ber of borderland cases who, without showing distinct signs of mental 
disorder, are yet so different from normal man as to preclude the 
idea of holding them equally responsible for their deeds with normal 
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